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From: automailer@cairngorms.co.uk
Sent: 30 June 2008 11:55
To: Core Path Planning
Subject: Core Paths Planning Comments

Name: Mr Kenneth Thomson

Address: Hillhead of Derbeth

Kingswells

Aberdeen 

Postcode: AB15 8SJ

Email: secretary@cairngormclub.org.uk

Phone: 01224 743655

Responding on behalf of: Cairngorm Club

1. Do you think that the proposed core paths network is sufficient to give people reasonable access throughout the area? Yes

2. Please state clearly and fully the grounds of your objection or support to the Draft Core Paths Plan: The Draft Core Path Plan 
now includes 5 high-level, long-distance routes (the two Lairigs, Dee-Tilt, Dee-Feshie, and Invercauld-Inchrory-Tomintoul) whose
exclusion the Cairngorm Club "commend[ed]" and "support[ed]"in the Interim Draft Core Path Plan.

The mapping and promotion via leaflets, guidebooks, etc. of these routes will inevitably lead to:

·       Loss of wildness and remoteness from greater use, both by individuals, and  (despite CNPA guidelines to the contrary) for 
organised events

·       Increased pressure on current infrastructure, e.g. bridges and recently completed pathwork, and for more such 
infrastructure such as signposts (despite a CNPA “presumption” against for the latter - but perhaps not the former?)

·      More occasional emergencies, arising from greater usage by generally less experienced walkers (and cyclists?), and hence 
calls for greater or at least current motorised access along tracks etc. leading to these routes, when "enhance[ment] of the 
natural ... heritage of the area" (a top-level Park Aim) should be trying to reduce such access.

3. If objecting, please indicate what change(s) you are seeking to the Draft Core Paths Plan which could resolve your objection: 
Exclusion of the above 5 routes
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From: Mike Dales [mailto:Mike.Dales@canoescotland.com]  
Sent: 30 June 2008 11:45 
To: Bob Grant 
Cc: Murray Ferguson 
Subject: FW: Draft Core Paths Plan Consultation 
 
  
Cairngorms National Park Authority Draft Core Paths Plan Consultation 
 
The Scottish Canoe Association (SCA) supports the Cairngorms National 
Park Authority (CNPA) draft core paths plan. 
 
In terms of water access, we are pleased to see that the CNPA has 
included the River Spey in its draft Core Paths Plan.  The SCA believes 
the River Spey is a vital waterway for a wide range of recreational 
activities and we support its inclusion in the plan as this will enable 
the CNPA to more easily allocate financial and human resources to access 
related work in the River Spey corridor in future years. 
 
From the SCA's point of view the most important aspect of the Land 
Reform Act is that the public's statutory rights of access to land and 
inland water apply to rivers such as the Spey.  In terms of the duties 
of access authorities, such as the CNPA, we regard the duty to uphold 
access rights as being by far the most important access function that we 
wish to see being implemented.  In that respect the SCA does not regard 
core paths status as being necessary to ensure a right of access on the 
water, nor the access authority's support in upholding access rights; 
however, we do believe that core path status can add a great deal to the 
access authority's capabilities in supporting and enhancing the work of 
recreational and land managing organisations in their efforts to improve 
access management on the ground. 
 
We do not believe that core paths status will in any way attract more 
visitors to take their recreation on the water.  The scenic quality of 
the area and the recreational interest in the river already attract 
people to it for the various activities that take place there.  However, 
a designation such as being a core path is not going to attract any more 
visitors, just as being a SSSI hasn't generated any increase in anglers, 
canoeists or rafters.  Collecting core paths is never going to become a 
popular activity in the way that collecting Munros has. 
 
The Spey is already a popular river for angling, canoeing, kayaking and 
rafting, and as such it is the focus of a great deal of effort on behalf 
of the wide range of land managing and recreational interests, along 



with the CNPA, and Highland and Moray Councils.  The SCA believes that 
affording the river core path status would enable the river to be better 
managed with a more active involvement from the CNPA.  If the Spey is 
not in the core path plan we fear there will be times in the future when 
the land and recreational managing bodies will look to the CNPA for 
assistance and that assistance would be less likely to be there.  We 
therefore feel that it would be in everyone's interests to have the 
river in the plan, and for that reason we strongly support this draft 
core paths plan. 
 
Mike Dales 
Access & Environment Officer 
Scottish Canoe Association 
c/o Caledonia House 
South Gyle 
Edinburgh 
EH12 9DQ 
Tel & Fax: 01738 850 175 
E-mail: mike.dales@canoescotland.com 
Website: www.canoescotland.com 
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